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or biological weapons. We are asking 
them to respond to large natural disas-
ters like earthquakes, floods, and tor-
nados. Yet the bulk of the money to 
buy the equipment and do the training 
of these people comes from chicken 
dinners, tag days, and suppers in the 
fire halls. 

We have an opportunity tomorrow, 
Democrats and Republicans, to come 
together with an overwhelming vote in 
support of our American heroes. These 
brave men and women who, for 250 
years, have protected America’s towns 
and cities, a unique aspect of this 
group, Mr. Speaker, is they protect our 
inner city urban areas and they protect 
our rural farming districts. They are 
all over America. 

We have missed the boat. We created 
the AmeriCorps program, a great idea 
to promote volunteerism. Do my col-
leagues know, Mr. Speaker, the volun-
teer fire service cannot even qualify for 
the hundreds of millions of dollars that 
AmeriCorps gets each year? 

We support the law enforcement, the 
police departments in AmeriCorps, in 
fact about $3 billion a year. We even 
use Federal funds to help buy the po-
lice vests for the local police officers. 
But we have done nothing for the fire 
and EMS community. 

The President wants 100,000 new 
teachers. He wants 100,000 new police 
officers, not a mention of the fire and 
EMS personnel departments and people 
across America. 

Tomorrow, Mr. Speaker, in this body, 
our colleagues can have a chance to 
support the first major appropriation 
of real dollars to help these brave men 
and women: $10 million to fully fund 
the rural fire protection program, for 
small rural departments, $10 million 
for burn research, and $80 million for a 
national grant program to be competi-
tively based, where every fire depart-
ment in America can compete for a 
dollar-for-dollar match for funds to 
provide communications, training, 
equipment, to help them better protect 
their towns. 

Finally, we will change the provision 
of one of the largest Federal block 
grant programs to our cities and coun-
ties across America, the Community 
Development Block Grant Program, to 
allow that money to be used if the 
local leaders so choose for fire and 
EMS. That could mean the availability 
of up to $4.8 billion this year of money 
already going out to our cities and 
counties across America. 

I would ask our colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, to respond affirmatively. I 
would ask our constituents all across 
America to make those phones ring to-
morrow morning from 8 o’clock on to 
make sure that all of our colleagues 
are aware that it is time that this body 
step up and support these brave Amer-
ican heroes, people who every year 
have fought to keep our towns and our 
cities safe. 

The supplemental bill is important. 
It will put more money into defense. It 
will put more money into FEMA. But 
for the first time, we have an oppor-
tunity to put money into those organi-
zations that have been there in each of 
our towns protecting our citizens. Each 
congressional district has, on average, 
80 fire and EMS departments, ambu-
lance organizations, organizations in-
volving rescue and fire departments. 
Tomorrow is our chance in this body to 
support that legislation. 

So, Mr. Speaker, in closing I ask our 
colleagues to support the amendment 
that will be offered by myself, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PASCRELL), the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS), the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) with the 
support of the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ARMEY) and the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DELAY), the support of peo-
ple like the gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. CASTLE) and the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BOEHLERT), as we come 
together in a bipartisan message of 
support for these brave and true Amer-
ican patriots, the men and women we 
call our domestic defenders. 

I urge our colleagues and our con-
stituents again to make sure that we 
hear that message loudly and clearly 
tomorrow. Get on the phone. Make 
those calls. Be heard so that this gov-
ernment responds with a token amount 
of money to allow these people to con-
tinue to serve America most of them 
being volunteers. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 1 o’clock and 
8 minutes a.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3908, 2000 EMERGENCY SUP-
PLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT 

Mr. GOSS, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–549) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 450) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3908) making emergency 
supplemental appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey (at the re-
quest of Mr. Armey) for today and the 
balance of the week on account of a 
death in the family. 

Mr. METCALF (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today on account of illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GREEN of Texas ) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BILIRAKIS) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, today and March 29. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

April 4. 
Mr. FOSSELLA, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DELAY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GILMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1731. An act to amend the Clean Air Act 
to provide that certain environmental re-
ports shall continue to be required to be sub-
mitted; to the Committee on Commerce. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee 
on House Administration, reported 
that that committee did on this day 
present to the President, for his ap-
proval, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 1000. To amend title 49, United States 
Code, to reauthorize programs of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 9 minutes a.m.), 
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